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Synopsis

The Washington Naval Treaty of 1921 and subsequent treaties in the 1930s effectively established
the size and composition of the various navies in World War Il. In particular they laid down design
parameters and tonnage limitations for each class of warship including battleships, aircraft carriers,
cruisers and destroyers. With one or two exceptions, battleship construction was deferred until the
mid 1930s but virtually all navies embraced the concept of the 8in gun armed 10,000 ton heavy
cruisers and laid down new vessels almost immediately. This book will trace the political processes
which led to the treaties, describe the heavy cruisers designed and built to the same rules by each
nation and then consider how the various classes fared in World War Il and will attempt to assess
which was the most successful. Ships from the navies of Britain, France, Italy, Germany, the USA
and Japan will be included.Appendices cover Construction Tables, History of each ship, Technical

Specifications, Armament and Aircraft Carried.
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Customer Reviews

Please, hire an editor. There are entire paragraphs duplicated, ship names misspelled, duplicated

words, etc. there are also factual errors, such as placing USS Chester with TF 17 at Midway (she



was actually in the Aleutians). But it was an amusing read, though not detailed enough in technical

matters.

When the Washington Naval Treaty was negotiated and ratified, an unexpected consequence (but
one that should have been seen) was that the five treaty nations very quickly ended up building
cruisers to the maximum limits of the Treaty. For these nations, this was also a completely new
experience in that they were now dealing with an entirely new definition of the permitted
displacement of the cruisers, a definition none of them had ever used before. This book looks at
how the Great Eight Inch Gun Cruiser Competition worked out. For many, this book covers some
familiar territory. For myself, | enjoyed how Leo Marriott compares how each nation addressed the
issue of building cruisers to meet their perceived needs, juggling the three demands of speed,

firepower, and protection within a very tight limit.

This book had promise, but it fails to deliver on it. Having the treaty information and all the heavy
cruisers information in one small book is convenient, but there was so much more that could have
been accomplished. The "evaluations" are shallow and show minimal understanding of naval
warfare in WW 2. The British COUNTY CLass cruisers are apologized for and given credit "as so
few were lost in the war" while the US NEW ORLEANS class is slighted, as so many were lost in
one battle (First Guadalcanal) "That something must have been wrong with them". By that standard,
the OMAHA Class CLs must have been wonderful, as none were lost. The author does take the
Axis cheating on displacement into account, but he really doesn’t evaluate the ships well at all. If
you want a fair Evaluation, Buy Richard Worth’s FLEET'S OF WORLD WAR 2. You'll get all the

ships and a much better feel for howmthey stacked up against each other.

This reminds us that treaties have consequences. The Japanese did not adhere to the treaties and
that had consequences in the early part of World War Il. The book was written from a heavy British
perspective, but it helped me to understand the Naval Treaties between the two World Wars. The
unwillingness of congress to appropriate adequate funds was also an important part of US naval
difficulties until US industrial might caught up to the need. Economic difficulties factored in for other

nations as well.

I'm interested in naval warfare, especially of WW One. The post-war period produced these "treaty

cruisers" when diplomats thought they could agree on a ship design that was not suitable for



"aggression." How well this naive idea turned out can be judged by the rise of Hitler. That aside it's
a good review of the type of 10,000 ton ship and its employment in the interwar period and in WW

Two. A lot of detail on armament, and accounts of battles in which the various ships participated.

A reasonable survey of these ships for the generalist reader, focusing more on the historical record

than on comparative aspects of ship design.

It's very informative about how the Washington Naval Treaty came about and how it affected naval

construction right up to the beginning of World War I

A pleasant surprise. A lot of detail, which can be tedious at best, but well presented in an interesting

format. | enjoyed this read.
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